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Source #3

Sports Are Separate from School

Some schools have decided that students cannot play sports after school if 
they do not get good grades. This is unfair. Students should not be stopped 
from playing sports based on how well they can read, write, or do math. 
Schoolwork is most important for a student, but sports are not related to it.

This is a “hot topic” that people are talking about all over the country. 
They have different opinions. They have even done research that studies the 
relationship between getting good grades in school and playing a sport after 
school. One study found that playing a sport did not have a bad effect on a 
student’s grades. It found that playing a sport sometimes even caused a 
student to get better grades. This supports the idea that students should not 
have to get good grades to play.

“How can playing a sport improve my grades?” you may ask. The answer 
has to do with the ideas behind playing a sport. It teaches you to be 
responsible and to practice. You learn to set goals and work hard to achieve 
them. This type of self-discipline is helpful in the classroom, too. It can help 
you study harder and finish your homework even when you feel like doing 
something else. The coach of the team can help you push yourself to do better 
on and off the field. 

Playing a sport also has other benefits. Sports help to keep students active 
and healthy. Students learn about teamwork, and they make new friends with 
the same interests. Sports also teach students to be responsible in all parts of 
their lives. Every student should be allowed to have these benefits, not just the 
students who get good grades.

Many schools have created policies related to after-school sports. They 
have decided that students must have a certain grade point average or they 
must score a certain number on tests to be able to play in a sport after school. 
This does not make sense. Students learn in different ways. Some students 
learn certain subjects more easily than other students. Is it fair to punish a 
student because he or she did not score a few points higher on a test? What 
kind of message does this send to students and their parents? These policies do 
not help students improve their grades. They only make students feel like they 
are not good enough.

041-049_CR14_SBA_G4_PT_O2_114244.indd   44041-049_CR14_SBA_G4_PT_O2_114244.indd   44 9/26/13   2:15 PM9/26/13   2:15 PM



GO ONGO ON   

Grade 4 • Opinion Performance Task 2 45

Program: PRACC_SBAC
Grade: 4 PDF Pass

Vendor: Laserwords

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 E
du

ca
ti

on

The main problem with connecting good grades to sports, though, is that 
schools are deciding which students get to play and which do not. After-school 
sports should be open to everyone. Parents and families should decide 
whether a child can play a sport, not the school. Sports are fun activities that 
take place outside the classroom. They have nothing to do with what happens 
inside the classroom.

041-049_CR14_SBA_G4_PT_O2_114244.indd   45041-049_CR14_SBA_G4_PT_O2_114244.indd   45 9/26/13   2:15 PM9/26/13   2:15 PM


